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                                        National Disability Authority

                    The National Disability Authority (NDA) is the independent statutory body, providing evidence-based advice and research to Government on disability policy and practice and promoting Universal Design.
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                                        [image: Thumbnail from the Wards of Court research video]
                                    
                                                                    
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        News
                                    

                                    
                                        
                                        Featured
                                    

                                

                                Seeking research participants for research on the end of the Wards of Court system

                                The journey from wardship to supported decision-making: An examination of the process and the experiences of people leaving wardship.
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                Browse by Topic

                See our policy, research, publications and guidelines by topic.

            

                        
                
                    
                        
                            
                            Transforming Disability Services

                        

                        
                            
                                Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            Children

                        

                        
                            
                                Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            Education

                        

                        
                            
                                Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            Health and Social Care
                        


                        
                            
                                Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            Justice, Equality and Addressing Violence and Abuse

                        

                        
                            
                                Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            Employment

                        

                        
                            
                                Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            Housing and Environment

                        

                        
                            
                                Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            Accessibility

                        

                        
                            
                                Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            Assistive Technology

                        

                        
                            
                                Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            Transport

                        

                        
                            
                                Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            Participation in Society

                        

                        
                            
                                Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                
                    
                        
                            
                            Awareness Raising and Attitudes

                        

                        
                            
                                Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            

        

    
            
        
            
                
                    
                        Guidance for conducting collaborative research with disabled people

                        A substantial body of research has indicated that involving disabled people in research can enhance the quality of research processes and outputs, and ensure that research aligns with the UNCRPD and the rights-based perspective.

                        	
                                
                                This guidance document is a practical resource to support researchers to meaningfully involve people with disabilities in collaborative research projects.

                            
	
                                
                                The guidance may also be useful for disabled people who are interested in getting involved in research and for organisations who wish to support their members to get involved in research.

                            
	
                                
                                The guidance is based on an extensive literature review, and a series of discussion groups with representatives of Disabled Persons Organisations (DPOs), disabled individuals, representatives of voluntary and community organisations, and researchers on the topic of collaborative research.
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                                        Our Centre for Excellence in Universal Design

                                        The Centre for Excellence in Universal Design (CEUD) is dedicated to enabling the design of environments that can be accessed, understood and used regardless of a person's age, size, ability or disability. The CEUD is part of the National Disability Authority.
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                                        United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD)

                                        Ireland ratified the UNCRPD in 2018. It is an international human rights treaty, It underpins the work of the National Disability Authority.
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                                        Irish Sign Language Act 2017

                                        Our report on the operation of the Irish Sign Language Act 2017 was presented to the Minister in July 2021 and was published in January 2023.
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                                        Forthcoming Research

                                        We are working on a cost benefit analysis of universally designed housing, looking at the impact of Covid-19 on the employment of people with disabilities, and examining the impact of the cessation of the Wards of Court system in Ireland.

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                                                            

                                

                            

                        
                                            

                

            

        

    
            
        
            
                
                    
                        Our Use of Language

                        Throughout this website the terms “persons with disabilities” and “disabled people” are used interchangeably. The term ‘disabled people’ is recognised by many within the disability rights movement in Ireland to align with the social and human rights model of disability, as it is considered to acknowledge the fact that people with an impairment are disabled by barriers in the environment and society. However, we also recognise that others prefer the term “persons with disabilities” because of the inherent understanding in the term that they are first and foremost human beings entitled to human rights. This reflects the language used in the UNCRPD. Finally, we recognise that some people do not identify as being disabled.

                        	
                                                                
                                    
                                        Read our paper on disability language and terminology
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                    Contact us
                

                We are located at 25 Clyde Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4,

                                Learn how to get to our office 
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                    Subscribe to our Newsletter
                

                Receive email updates three to four times per year on our latest publications, news and events.

                
                    Read our latest newsletter
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                Centre for Excellence in Universal Design

                The Centre for Excellence in Universal Design (CEUD), part of the National Disability Authority, is dedicated to enabling the design of environments that can be accessed, understood and used regardless of a person's age, size, ability or disability.
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