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Introduction
The National Disability Authority (NDA) is the independent statutory body with a duty to provide information and advice to the Government on policy and practice relevant to the lives of persons with disabilities, and to promote the adoption and application of a Universal Design approach across all sectors. We thank An Coimisiún Toghcháin (the Electoral Commission) for the opportunity to contribute to the development of its new Education and Public Engagement Strategy.[footnoteRef:1] We have included an annex in this submission highlighting considerations relevant to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD). [1:  Electoral Commission, Consultation - Education and Public Engagement Strategy: https://www.electoralcommission.ie/consultation/ ] 

Executive Summary
The NDA welcomes the significant efforts undertaken by An Coimisiún Toghcháin (the Electoral Commission) since its establishment to encourage and support disabled people to vote in Ireland, as well as to improve the accessibility of the voting process for all. Positive measures have included the co-production –with Inclusion Ireland – of Easy-to-Read guides on how to register to vote and information for the 2024 referendums and General Election, as well as the representation of disabled people in the Commission’s information campaigns. However, sustained, creative and scaled up efforts over the short, medium and long term will be required to meaningfully address the lower participation rates of people with disabilities in elections.
The NDA recommends that the Electoral Commission’s new Education and Public Engagement Strategy include the following actions:
· undertake awareness-raising measures and campaigns to increase the participation of disabled people in elections, including by highlighting the full range of arrangements that are currently in place to assist electors with certain disabilities[footnoteRef:2] to exercise their voting rights [2:  Alternative voting arrangements, such as postal voting and special voting arrangements, are only available in certain circumstances. The criteria for these are outlined in further detail in the “Awareness Raising Measures” section under Question 2.] 

· ensure that all voter education and information materials, including regarding electoral processes and voting procedures, are available in a range of accessible formats, including in large print, Easy to Read formats and Irish Sign Language as required under the Disability Act 2005 and the statutory Code of Practice on Accessibility of Public Services and Information provided by Public Bodies
· ensure all election-related websites, mobile applications, information and communications comply with relevant obligations under the Web Accessibility Directive, Disability Act 2005 and Irish Sign Language Act 2017
· embed Universal Design principles in the design of the Strategy
· [bookmark: _Hlk193700505]provide accurate information on the accessibility of polling stations and explore options for advising on the accessibility of polling stations, including the Electoral Commission’s suggestion to assign an Accessibility Rating to all polling stations
· consider the possibility of supporting or, if feasible within its statutory remit, financing independent voter education initiatives, including for disabled people
· provide additional training, education initiatives and guidance for all electoral staff on disability equality and the provision of electoral supports to disabled people, including polling station staff
· identify disabled people, in particular existing non-voting disabled people, as priority stakeholders for public engagement and voter education initiatives, and ensure meaningful engagement with Disabled People’s Organisations
· engage with political parties and television broadcasters to ensure that all election information and programming is accessible to persons with disabilities
· consider ways of supporting groups experiencing barriers, including persons with disabilities, to become candidates at all levels of the electoral system
· align the Strategy with Article 29 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and take account of the concerns and recommendations of the UNCRPD Committee.
What are your thoughts on current efforts to encourage people to vote in Ireland?
The NDA welcomes the significant efforts undertaken by An Coimisiún Toghcháin (the Electoral Commission) to encourage and support people to vote in Ireland, including disabled people. The Electoral Commission’s efforts to promote participation in elections and referendums have been wide-ranging, including the distribution of information booklets to households nationwide, a visible presence on national media, social media campaigns and in-person events.
The NDA commends the Commission for taking a clear and welcome interest in promoting the participation and engagement of disabled people in elections and referendums since its establishment, as well as to improve the accessibility of the voting process for all. Positive measures have included the co-production –with Inclusion Ireland – of Easy-to-Read guides and information for the March 2024 referendums and the General Election in November 2024 (as well as a guide on how to register to vote), and the representation of disabled people in the Commission’s information campaigns. The focus on voters with disabilities within the Commission’s research work is also welcome and will provide key insights on measures required to further promote the political participation of disabled people in Ireland.
However, despite these positive advances, sustained, creative and scaled up efforts over the short, medium and long term will be required to increase the participation of people with disabilities in elections. Research consistently shows that disabled people have lower levels of political participation, with the Electoral Commission’s own Research Strategy 2024 –2026 highlighting that people with disabilities are one of several under-reached and/or underrepresented groups with lower levels of political engagement, voting and also participation as candidates in elections.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Electoral Commission (2024) Research Programme 2024–2026, available at:   https://www.electoralcommission.ie/research-programme/ ] 

The NDA notes that the low participation rates of people with disabilities in elections and referendums is at least partly explained by the barriers they experience to voting, including lack of accessible information and lack of inclusive voter education activities. In a September 2021 meeting of the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Disability Matters, members of the former Disability Stakeholders Group identified several barriers to voting leading up to election day including a lack of information in accessible formats and lack of knowledge on how to vote, as well as not being able to follow electoral debates because of inaccessible information.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Joint Committee on Disability Matters (2022) Participation of People with Disabilities in
Political, Cultural, Community and Public Life, available at: https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/committee/dail/33/joint_committee_on_disability_matters/reports/2022/2022-10-11_participation-of-people-with-disabilities-in-political-cultural-community-and-public-life_en.pdf ] 

Similarly, the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission’s Disability Advisory Committee have highlighted concerns regarding information barriers experienced by people with disabilities, including lack of access to political candidates and party information, lack of knowledge of the electoral process, including when and how to vote.[footnoteRef:5] Likewise, the UK’s Electoral Commission has identified the following barriers and challenges which some disabled voters can face including: [5:  Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission (2024) Letter to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Planning, on the right to political participation, including the right to vote, for disabled people, available at: https://www.ihrec.ie/documents/letter-to-minister-darragh-obrien-t-d-at-the-department-for-housing-local-government-and-planning-on-the-right-to-political-participation-including-the-right-to-vote-for-disabled-people/ ] 

· not having accessible information about the voting process 
· written instructions not being available in plain English or Easy to Read format
· lack of information about a companion’s assisting with voting
· lack of information about the experience of voting at a polling station causing anxiety about things such as:
· travelling to the polling station, especially if it is for the first time 
· being able to find and access the polling station
· knowing what will happen once there
· knowing what the process for voting is 
· the possibility of lots of people being there at the same time
· the possibility that there will be lots of noise
· feeling rushed to make decisions quickly
· queueing
· the building/polling station not being accessible for example, if there are steps or the layout inside is unsuitable for wheelchairs to access
· instructions not being provided in a format that is accessible 
· polling station staff not having the skills, training or experience to communicate effectively
· support or auxiliary aids not being easily accessible or available to help voters to vote independently and secretly
· seating or other arrangements not being available to support those unable to stand in a queue.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Electoral Commission, Guidance for Returning Officers - Assistance with voting for disabled voters, available at: https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-returning-officers-assistance-voting-disabled-voters/ensuring-voting-accessible/understanding-barriers-voting-disabled-people ] 

In addition to the information and related barriers highlighted above, disabled people can also experience other challenges when seeking to exercise their right to vote, including the discretion afforded to Presiding Officers to refuse anyone coming to vote, access to vote, if they require assistance and arrive within the last two hours of voting[footnoteRef:7] and difficulties registering for a postal vote due to a requirement to obtain medical certification. On the latter, the NDA is aware that the Commission will advance research on the potential for the expansion of postal voting, its advantages and disadvantages and options in this regard in 2025 and hopes that this research will examine the barriers posed by medical certification for disabled people seeking access to postal voting. [7:  The NDA’s view is that this provision impedes the right to vote for those voters who require assistance and should be removed as it may be particularly problematic for disabled voters.] 

Please share your ideas and/or suggestions to encourage more people to vote in Ireland.
The NDA advises that there are several measures that could be undertaken to build on the good practices and progress achieved by An Coimisiún Toghcháin (the Electoral Commission) to date. 
Awareness-Raising Measures
The NDA encourages the Electoral Commission to undertake awareness-raising measures and campaigns to increase the participation of persons with disabilities in elections. The Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission’s Disability Advisory Committee have suggested that awareness-raising activities be conducted through appropriate channels, including information on purpose of the vote or election, where and how people can vote, and what supports are available to them to do so. 
In particular, the NDA advises that more proactive awareness raising measures are required to highlight the full range of arrangements that are currently in place to assist electors with certain disabilities to exercise their voting rights. These include: 
· voting at an alternative polling station if a person’s local station is inaccessible
· postal voting by electors living at home who cannot go to the polling station due to a physical disability or illness or mental health difficulties
· special voting facilities provided in hospitals, nursing homes or similar institutions for residents who cannot go to the polling station due to a physical disability or illness or mental health difficulties 
· assistance in voting at the polling station by a companion or by the presiding officer for people with a visual impairment, physical disability or literacy difficulty.
The NDA notes and welcomes that the Electoral Commission outlined similar recommendations in its Post Electoral Event Reviews (PEERs) on the Family and Care Referendums (March 2024) and the European Parliament, Local and Limerick Mayoral Elections (June 2024). These included recommendations to build awareness amongst electors with mental health issues and those resident in mental health facilities of the possibility of availing of the postal and special vote (following the amendments introduced in the Electoral Reform Act 2022) and to provide targeted information and support to electors with disabilities on the possibility of availing of a postal vote.
In addition, the NDA notes that in recent elections, Ballot Paper Templates for visually impaired voters have worked in conjunction with Freephone numbers listing the candidates in the order that they appear on the ballot papers. Echoing another recommendation in the Commission’s PEER for the June 2024 Local and European Elections, the NDA also advises that the use of the freephone helplines for blind and visually impaired electors be promoted to a greater extent. 
However, the NDA cautions that the operational readiness of the helplines should be checked before any awareness-raising measures are undertaken. In its PEER on the June elections, the Electoral Commission found that only 20 out of 31 of the freephone numbers for the local elections were working on Election Day. 
Ensuring the Accessibility of Voter Education and Public Engagement Activities
The NDA underscores the importance of accessible voter information and educational materials. Voter education and information materials, including regarding electoral processes and voting procedures, should be available in a range of accessible formats, including in large print, Easy to Read formats and Irish Sign Language.
In its Post Electoral Event Reviews on the Family and Care Referendums (March 2024) and the European Parliament and Local Elections (June 2024), the Electoral Commission suggested that all voting materials be reviewed with a view to providing a wider range of accessible formats, including guidance and materials on offer to visually impaired voters. In this regard, the NDA advises that there are already several obligations on the Electoral Commission to ensure that information, communications and related resources are accessible.
Web Accessibility Directive
Digital tools and key online resources, including online voter registration, education, information and verification websites and applications, must be accessible and comply with the Web Accessibility Directive. This includes the Electoral Register, as well as the websites of the Electoral Commission, local authorities and Returning Officers. 
The EU Web Accessibility Directive, which came into force in September 2020, requires EU Member States to ensure that the websites and mobile applications of public sector bodies are fully accessible to persons with disabilities and comply with the harmonised standard EN 310 549 (v3.2.1). The NDA is the National Monitoring Body responsible for monitoring compliance with and reporting on the EU Web Accessibility Directive. 
During the 2024 monitoring period, the NDA conducted an in-depth review of the Electoral Commission’s website, revealing a compliance rate of 64% for the Web Content Accessibly Guidelines (WCAG) 2.1 SC tested.[footnoteRef:8] In-depth reviews of the Voter.ie and CheckTheRegister.ie websites also revealed compliance scores of 76% and 80% respectively. The NDA recommends that the Electoral Commission engage with NDA to develop a systematic and comprehensive approach to even further improving the accessibility of its website and mobile applications in line with the EU Web Accessibility Directive. [8:  National Disability Authority (2025) Ireland’s Annual Monitoring Report 2024 – EU Web Accessibility Directive, available at https://nda.ie/publications/monitoring-report-eu-wad-ireland-2021-nda-report ] 

Disability Act 2005
[bookmark: _Hlk193464219]The NDA advises that the Electoral Commission is subject to Part 3 of the Disability Act 2005, which places an obligation on public bodies to make their services accessible. Under section 26 of the Disability Act 2005 there is a statutory requirement on public bodies to integrate, where practical and appropriate, their services for persons with disabilities with those for other citizens. Under section 28, public bodies must take steps to make their communications and information accessible to persons with disabilities.
There is a statutory Code of Practice on Accessibility of Public Services and Information provided by Public Bodies that complements these provisions. It specifies that the provision of information in accessible formats may include Braille, Large Print, Easy to Read documents or audio. The NDA has a statutory monitoring role in monitoring the implementation of this Code of Practice. The Electoral Commission may also wish to note that this Code of Practice has been updated and a new version is currently awaiting signature from the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. Until the revised Code is approved, the current Code is still in force.
The NDA advises the Electoral Commission to meet its obligations under the Disability Act 2005, and the Code of Practice on Accessibility of Public Services and Information provided by Public Bodies, when developing and undertaking public engagement and voter education initiatives.
Irish Sign Language Act 2017
The Irish Sign Language Act 2017 places a statutory duty on all public bodies, including the Electoral Commission, to do all that is reasonable to provide Irish Sign Language (ISL) users with free ISL interpretation when availing of or seeking to access statutory entitlements and services provided by or under statute. The NDA advises the importance of providing ISL interpretation for voter education and public engagement activities, including public events and video recordings.
Universally Designed Information and Communications
The NDA underlines that a Universal Design approach to public engagement and voter education will improve the knowledge of all potential voters, including those with disabilities. Universal Design is the design and composition of an environment so that it can be accessed, understood and used to the greatest extent possible by all people, regardless of their age, size or disability. 
The NDA’s Centre for Excellence in Universal Design, together with the Department of Public Expenditure, NDP Delivery and Reform, co-developed a Customer Communications Toolkit for Services to the Public – A Universal Design Approach, which provides guidance on how to design communications for the public using the simplest and clearest language possible and to ensure that all communications are accessible and meet the diverse needs of all customers. The NDA advises that Universal Design principles should be a key element in the design of the Electoral Commission’s new Education and Public Engagement Strategy.
Use of Appropriate Language and Terminology
The NDA has produced an ‘Advice Paper on Disability Language and Terminology’ which is intended as a practical guide for government departments and public bodies on the use of language about disability.[footnoteRef:9]  Using incorrect or inappropriate language can cause offence and perpetuate stereotypes and should be avoided. The NDA plans to update this Advice Paper during 2025. [9:  National Disability Authority (2022) NDA Advice Paper on Disability Language and Terminology, available at: https://nda.ie/publications/nda-advice-paper-on-disability-language-and-terminology ] 

Providing Accurate Information on the Accessibility of Polling Stations
The NDA advises that voter education includes information on when, where and how to vote and in this regard emphasises that information on the accessibility of polling stations should be accurate. While public notice must be given in case a polling station is not accessible not later than 8 days before polling day (as required by the Electoral (Amendment) Act 1996), the Electoral Commission reported in its Post Election Event Review on the June 2024 elections that certain polling stations which had not been declared as inaccessible ahead of the elections were observed to exhibit potential obstacles for voters with disabilities.
The NDA further notes that the Electoral Commission recommended in its recent Post Election Event Reviews that all polling stations be assigned an Accessibility Rating, which electors can check in advance of voting. The NDA agrees that options for advising on the accessibility of polling stations should be explored to enhance voter education and information for disabled people. We would be happy to engage further on the Commission’s Accessibility Rating proposal, which could potentially draw from the draft statutory Code of Practice on Accessible Public Buildings, which the NDA has developed and is awaiting approval from the Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. In parallel to the development of the draft Code of Practice, the NDA has created a draft User Experience Audit Tool as a helpful mechanism to support public bodies in carrying out their duty of engaging with people with disabilities about the accessibility of their public buildings.
Furthermore, the NDA suggests that similar good practices from other jurisdictions merit consideration in an Irish context. For example, the NDA understands that several EU Member States, including Estonia, Germany, Lithuania, Latvia and Poland, share information on the accessibility of polling stations through electronic map applications, on the websites of Election Management Bodies, or by including such information on the election notification to voters.[footnoteRef:10] The NDA is also aware that in Germany, the information provided to voters on the location of polling stations contains several pictograms describing the set-up of the polling station and includes relevant telephone numbers.[footnoteRef:11]  [10:  EU Commission (2023) Guide of good electoral practices in Member States addressing the participation of citizens with disabilities in the electoral process. ]  [11:  EU Commission (2023) Guide of good electoral practices in Member States addressing the participation of citizens with disabilities in the electoral process.] 

Finally, the NDA supports the Electoral Commission’s PEER recommendation to publish a guidance manual for electors explaining the facilities and voting aids available at polling stations.
Supporting Independent Voter Education Initiatives
The NDA encourages the Electoral Commission to explore the possibility of supporting, or, if feasible within its statutory remit, financing independent voter education initiatives, including for disabled people. In addition to its own voter education activities, the NDA advises that the Commission should also consider ways of supporting Disabled Persons Organisations, and civil society organisations advocating on behalf of disabled people, to universally design and deliver programmes and initiatives for disabled people with the aim of enhancing their understanding and awareness of electoral policy and disability rights.
The NDA is aware that several voter education activities for disabled people took place in 2024, such as:
· Fingal County Council Community Development Office, in conjunction with the Disability Federation of Ireland, held two workshops in early 2024 to build the knowledge and skills of disabled people to effectively communicate their concerns and issues to Local Election candidates ahead of the 2024 Local Elections.
· The National Access for All initiative hosted a voter education workshop ahead of the Local Elections in May 2024. Held online, the event brought together Access Groups around Ireland, aiming to foster an informed electorate and encourage active participation by disabled people in the Local Elections.
· Down Syndrome Ireland provides a two-year educational programme for people with Down Syndrome, funded through the European My Opinion, My Vote (MOTE) Programme. The course teaches students about the importance of voting and their political rights, how to form their own opinion, and how to vote.
Providing Enhanced Guidance and Training to Electoral Officials
Both the Department’s Memorandum for the Guidance of Returning Officers and Manual for Presiding Officers set out practical measures and advice to assist voters with disabilities. However, the NDA notes that there is scope for more training, education initiatives and guidance for all electoral staff on disability equality and the provision of electoral supports to disabled people. For example, in its Post Election Event Reviews on the 2024 Referendums, Local and European Elections, the Electoral Commission recommended that staff in polling stations be appropriately trained to assist electors with a range of disabilities, including non-physical disabilities. 
Good practices exist in other European Union countries which could be instructive in this context, with research from the EU’s Fundamental Rights Agency showing that training of election authorities and election officials on non-discrimination on the grounds of disability, accessibility and reasonable accommodation is mandatory in Croatia.[footnoteRef:12] Croatian election law mandates the National Election Committee (NEC) to conduct training for election officials, although it does not require election officials to undergo the training.  [12:  European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (2014) Training for election officials - Indicators on political participation of persons with disabilities, available at: https://fra.europa.eu/en/content/training-election-authorities-and-officials-required-law ] 

The Electoral Commission may also wish to be aware that the NDA is currently updating its eLearning module on disability equality training, which is aimed at public sector staff in Ireland. It will be available later in 2025.
Identifying Priority Stakeholders for Public Engagement 
Disabled People
The NDA advises the Electoral Commission to identify disabled people, in particular non-voting disabled people, as priority stakeholders for public engagement and voter education initiatives. As outlined, disabled people have lower levels of political participation and encounter particular challenges when engaging with the electoral system. 
The NDA is of the view that voter education initiatives for disabled people should commence early in the election process and include information on voter registration. In this regard, the NDA notes that published data from surveys conducted as part of the National Election and Democracy Study following the June 2024 elections found that 12% of non-voters with a disability cited the fact that they were ‘not registered to vote’ as the reason for their abstention in the European elections (compared to 13% among all non-voter respondents).
In addition, the NDA notes that youth voter education activities are oftentimes linked to civic engagement in schools. The NDA advises that any such initiatives should be inclusive of and available to all disabled youth, including those attending special schools and special classes in mainstream schools. 
Disabled People’s Organisations (DPOs)
The NDA underscores the importance of engagement by the Electoral Commission with Disabled People’s Organisations (DPOs). As the representatives and voices of disabled people, DPOs will have unique perspectives to share on ways to increase the number of disabled people voting in elections and referendums. The NDA further advises that DPOs may play an important role in facilitating communication and outreach to disabled people, including seldom-heard people with disabilities. DPOs may also be of assistance to the Electoral Commission in helping to create inclusive voter education initiatives, such as by ensuring the inclusion and representation of people with disabilities in relevant initiatives.
The NDA also wishes to draw the Electoral Commission’s attention to Article 4(3) of the UNCRPD, which requires all government departments and statutory agencies to ensure the effective participation of persons with disabilities in the creation and implementation of policies and legislation that impact their lives. The NDA’s Participation Matters guidelines may be a useful resource in this regard and we are happy to advise further.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  National Disability Authority (2022) Participation Matters guidelines, available at https://nda.ie/uploads/publications/NDA-Participation-Matters_Web-PDF_092022.pdf ] 

Television Broadcasters
Television has proved an important tool for voter education, connecting many voters with the information they need to participate and fully engage in the electoral process, including how and when to exercise the right to vote and the importance of same. In addition, TV news, advertisements, debates and programmes on election campaigns, candidates and referendums are also key to informing voting choices. The NDA underlines that all such programming should be accessible to people with disabilities, including Deaf people and people with a visual impairment.
In November 2024, Coimisiún na Meán published revised Access Rules for Television Broadcasting Services which requires broadcasters to develop annual accessibility action plans. In these action plans, broadcasters must set out the manner in which they will meet their obligations under the Access Rules, including targets for the provision of access services, such as subtitling, captioning, Irish Sign Language and audio description.
The NDA encourages the Commission to engage with Coimisiún na Meán and relevant television broadcasters about the importance of ensuring that voter education initiatives, as well as election and referendum programming and debates, are accessible to voters with disabilities. These discussions could also explore the possibility of annual accessibility plans including targets for the provision of access services for voter education initiatives, and other election and referendum programming. 
Political Parties
The NDA advises the Electoral Commission to engage with political parties to ensure that all election information produced by them is accessible to persons with disabilities. There are some examples of good practice from the 2024 General Election, however, these need to be expanded and mainstreamed.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  For example, the Labour Party produced Large Print, Easy to Read and audio versions of its 2024 General Election manifesto, available on the Labour Party website: https://labour.ie/manifesto/ ] 

Other Areas of Focus
Supporting Disabled People to Run for Elected Office
As part of its work encouraging people to get more involved with our democratic process, the NDA is also of the view that the Electoral Commission’s education and public engagement function should consider ways of supporting groups experiencing barriers, including persons with disabilities, to become candidates at all levels of the electoral system.
The NDA recently funded a study under its Research Promotion Scheme, entitled Disability, Diversity and Identity in Ireland’s Local and European Elections 2024, which identified a range of barriers encountered by disabled people when seeking elected office, including information and communication barriers.[footnoteRef:15]  [15:  University of Galway and Trinity College Dublin (2025) Disability, Diversity and Identity in Ireland’s Local and European Elections 2024, available at: https://nda.ie/publications/disability-diversity-and-identity-in-irelands-local-and-european-elections-2024 ] 

Conclusion
The NDA welcomes the development of an Education and Public Engagement Strategy by An Coimisiún Toghcháin (the Electoral Commission) and is available to engage further on any of the issues raised in this submission. 


Annex: Article 29 – UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Article 29 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) specifies that in ensuring the right and opportunity for persons with disabilities to vote, voting procedures, facilities and materials must be appropriate, accessible and easy to understand and use.
The UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD Committee), which monitors implementation of the Convention, has regularly identified information and communication barriers as key obstacles impeding the realisation of Article 29 and the participation of people with disabilities in elections, including the failure to disseminate information on the physical and communication accessibility measures in place in polling stations. The Committee has recommended that voter education initiatives and information must be accessible, with information available in accessible formats, including Braille, sign languages and Easy-to-Read.
The NDA advises the Commission to consider the UNCRPD Committee’s views and recommendations when developing its Education and Public Engagement Strategy, as these issues will likely be spotlighted when Ireland undergoes its initial UNCRPD review. According to the most recent updates available on the website of the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ireland’s first review by the UNCRPD Committee is expected to take place in early 2028.
The NDA also wishes to draw the Commission’s attention to the UNCRPD Committee’s recent decision to commence work on a new General Comment on Article 29 UNCRPD. It is anticipated that the General Comment will provide additional detail on the measures required by UNCRPD States Parties, including Ireland, to ensure compliance with Article 29 UNCRPD, including with regard to voter education initiatives.  
Finally, the NDA wishes to remind the Commission that our 2023 annual conference focused on Article 29 UNCRPD, covering a range of issues relevant to voter education and public engagement. Video recordings of the full day conference are available on the NDA website. The NDA has also prepared a briefing paper on Article 29 UNCRPD, which provides an overview of key policies, programmes, services, supports and data that exist in the Irish context to realise this provision. This briefing paper is also available on the NDA website.
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