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Annual Conference 2026
Disability inclusive responses to natural and man-made emergencies – Article 11 UNCRPD
Conference Programme
Thursday, 15 October 2026, Aviva Stadium and online.
Welcome and Registration
9:30			Tea and coffee
[bookmark: _Hlk178340410]Introduction and Opening Address
10:00	Dr Aideen Hartney, Director, National Disability Authority
10:05	Welcome Address
Kathryn O’Donoghue, Chairperson, National Disability Authority

10:15	Ministerial Address
Norma Foley T.D., Minister for Children, Disability and Equality
Keynote Address
10:30	Catherine Naughton, Executive Director, European Disability Forum 
[bookmark: _Hlk145404747][bookmark: _Hlk228545710]Session 1: Inclusive emergency responses in comparative contexts
10:50	Chair: Keith Leonard, National Director, National Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management, Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage
· Lourdes González Perea, Head of Accessible Technologies, Fundación ONCE, Spain
· Dino Zuppa, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer, Accessibility Standards Canada 
· [bookmark: _Hlk228545661]Kealan McMoreland, Head, Office of Emergency Planning, Department of Defence, Ireland
· Professor Michelle Villeneuve, Deputy Director, Centre for Disability Research and Policy, The University of Sydney, Australia

11:30	Q&A
[bookmark: _Hlk142571625][bookmark: _Hlk174521368]11:50	Break
[bookmark: _Hlk211423797][bookmark: _Hlk145404798][bookmark: _Hlk228543957]Session 2: Inclusive emergency responses in communities 
12:10 	Chair: Pauline Mulligan, Chief Executive Officer, Local Government Management Agency
· Laura O'Callaghan, Community Development Officer, Disability Federation of Ireland and Coordinator, Disability and Inclusion Steering Committee, Wicklow County Council
· Dónal Rice, EAA Implementation Manager, Commission for Communications Regulation  
· Lianne Quigley, Chair, Irish Deaf Society 
· Lindsay Sharpe, Senior Manager for Customer Service & Experience, ESB Networks
· Speaker TBC

[bookmark: _Hlk145405030]13:00	Q&A
[bookmark: _Hlk173141036]13:20	Lunch
Afternoon Ministerial Address
14:20	Emer Higgins T.D., Minister of State with responsibility for Disability, Department of Children, Disability and Equality
Report Launch 
14:30	Disability Measurement: a report by the Central Statistics Office and the National Disability Authority
Speakers TBC
Session 3: Designing inclusive systems for future emergencies and crises
14:45	Chair: Jane Ann Duffy, Principal Officer, Disability Equality Policy, Department of Children, Disability and Equality
· [bookmark: _Hlk171954040]Gerry Tully, Assistant National Director for Disability Services for Adults, Health Services Executive 
· Boakai Abu Nyehn, Jr, Community Development Worker, Independent Living Movement Ireland 
· Dr Caroline Jagoe Sherman, Associate Professor, Clinical Speech & Language Studies, Trinity College Dublin and Co-Founder, SADIE Network 
· Dr Mary Keogh, Advocacy Director, Christian Blind Mission Global Disability Inclusion
· Sarah Bell, Senior Lecturer in Health and Disability Geography, University of Exeter

15:50	Q&A
Closing Address
[bookmark: _Hlk171954747]16:10	Conference Close 
	Dr Aideen Hartney, Director, National Disability Authority.
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