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Introduction
This is the first of a series of factsheets that will look at different aspects of the lives of people with disabilities in Ireland. This factsheet looks at the number of people with a disability and some of their characteristics. In Ireland, the most common source of data on disability comes from the Central Statistics Office (CSO). The CSO carries out many surveys and is the most authoritative source for lots of information. 
In many of their surveys, the CSO asks respondents if they have ‘any long-lasting conditions or difficulties’. These are usually chosen from a list of common illnesses and disabilities. Next, they ask the person if they have any difficulty in doing certain activities. In this way, the respondents report whether or not they have a disability. This is known as self-reporting.
There are many other sources of data on people with disabilities and sometimes these sources define disability in different ways. The way that disability is defined can affect how researchers count the number of people with a disability.[footnoteRef:1] For example, surveys by the National Disability Authority or the Health Research Board sometimes measure different aspects of disability.  [1:  For more information about how disability is defined see the National Disability Authority website. ] 

The information in this data brief comes from the CSO 2016 Census[footnoteRef:2] and work done as part of the Department of Health and HSE’s Transforming Lives programme to consider the future of disability services.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  https://www.cso.ie/en/csolatestnews/presspages/2017/census2016profile9-healthdisabilityandcarers/]  [3:  The information in this factsheet is taken from the CSO 2016 Census and relies on the CSOs definition of disability. Calculations of the increased disability population come from Transforming Lives and the HSE working group on the future of disability services. ] 

How many people have a disability?
The 2016 Census tells us that 643,131 people had a disability. That is 13.5 per cent, or 1 in 7 of the population in Ireland has a disability. This was a small increase on 2011, where 13 per cent of the population self-reported as having a disability. 
Slightly more females (13.8 per cent) than males (13.2 per cent) had a disability. This is probably accounted for by the fact that, on average, women live longer than men. 
Common types of disability
The most common type of disability is ‘other disability, including chronic illness’. This might include, for example, asthma, diabetes or heart disease. The next most common is ‘a condition that substantially limits one or more basic physical activities’, like arthritis or a spinal injury. However, people can have more than one disability (So the numbers in Figure 1 do not add up to the 643,131 reported above).

Source: Census 2016
Age and disability
Most people who have a disability were not born with that disability, as most disability is acquired. Acquired disability, is a disability that has developed during the person's lifetime – that is as a result of an accident or illness rather than a disability the person was born with; so the rate of disability increases with age. The majority of people aged over 80 have a disability (figure 2). 
Source: Census 2016
By the age of 85, 60 per cent of people have a disability. This rises to 80 per cent by the age of 93. At the same time because the number of people aged 80 and older is a very small part of the total Irish population, the majority of people with a disability are of working age (defined as aged between 18 and 65 years of age). These demographic effects can be seen in figure 2, which has two lines. The total number of people with a disability at each year of age (the labels for this are on the right hand side of the figure) and then the percentage of people with a disability at each year of age (who are labelled on the left hand side of the figure). 
People can also acquire more than one disability as they age. At 18, about half of people who have a disability have more than one disability. By 85, 4 out of 5 people who have a disability have more than one disability and 55 per cent have four or more disabilities (figure 3).
Source: Census 2016
Disability rates by area
Because disability is so strongly related to age, this has a big knock-on effect on the percentage of people in an area with a disability. For instance, Cork City has relatively high rates of disability because it has relatively high numbers of older people. Fingal on the other hand has many young families so therefore fewer people with a disability (figure 4).
Source: Census 2016
Disability and Employment
People with a disability are less likely to be working. Looking just at the population aged between 20 and 64, we see from the CSO 2016 Census that 73 per cent of people who do not have a disability are working. However, for people with a disability of the same age, only 36 per cent are working. 
Looking at those at work – only 6.3 percent of all workers have a disability (that is 120,775 of the people at work have a disability).
People with a disability are less likely to be professionals or managerial workers.
There are two ways to look at this; the percentage of each social class group that is disabled and compare this to the number of people with a disability in the total population; or look across all people with a disability and see what social class they belong to. 
On the first method (Figure 5), overall we know that 13.5 per cent of the population has a disability but only 9 per cent of professionals and managers have a disability.  On the other hand, 23 per cent of the unskilled/other and unknown group has a disability.
Figure 5: % of each social class who have a disability
	
	All social classes
	Professional and managerial
	Non-manual
	Skilled manual
	Semi-skilled
	Unskilled/
other/
unknown

	% of social class with a disability 
	13.5
	8.9
	11.3
	12.9
	13.7
	23.3


Source: Census 2016 – note some categories are combined
Using the second method (Figure 6), we look at all people with a disability, see what social class they are in, and compare that to the social class of people without a disability. We can see in figure 6 that:
1. 38 per cent of people without a disability are classed as professional and managerial occupations; 
2. 18 per cent are in non-manual occupations; 
3. 14 per cent are in skilled occupations; 
4. 10 per cent are semi skilled and 19 per cent are in unskilled, other or unknown occupations
For people with a disability, these numbers are 
· 24 per cent of people are classed as professional and managerial occupations; 
· 15 per cent are in non manual occupations; 
· 14 per cent are in skilled occupations; 
· 11 per cent are in semi skilled and
·  37 per cent are in unskilled, other or unknown occupations (figure 6). 
Figure 6: Social class by disability %
	 
	Professional and managerial
	Non-manual
	Skilled manual
	Semi-skilled
	Unskilled/
other/
unknown

	People without a disability
	38
	18
	14
	10
	19

	People with a disability 
	24
	15
	14
	11
	37


Source: Census 2016 – note some categories are combined
This means that people without a disability are 50 per cent more likely to be a professional or managerial worker than a person with a disability and half as likely to be unskilled/other/unknown as a person with a disability.
Education 
People with a disability finish school earlier than people without a disability finish school (figure 7). 
Source: Census 2016
However, this is changing. Comparing Census 2011 and Census 2016, people with a disability were more likely to be still in education in 2016 (figure 8) and the average age education finished has increased.
Source: Census 2016 and Census 2011
Because people with a disability have tended to leave school earlier, their qualifications are less than for people without a disability (figure 9). 
Source: Census 2016
Again, this is changing and between 2011 and 2016 we can see an increase in the number of people with a disability who have higher qualifications (figure 10). For instance, the percentage of people with a disability with a postgraduate diploma or degree has gone from 3 per cent to 3.8 per cent between 2011 and 2016. 
Figure 10: Population Aged 15 Years and Over 2011 to 2016 (%) with a Disability by Highest Level of Education Completed and Census Year
	Highest level of education
	2011
	2016

	No formal education
	3.8
	5

	Primary
	27.1
	20.8

	Lower secondary
	17.1
	16.3

	Upper secondary
	13.3
	13.5

	Technical/vocational
	6.2
	6.9

	Advanced certificate/completed apprenticeship
	3.2
	3.6

	Higher certificate
	2.6
	3.1

	Ordinary bachelor degree/professional qualification or both
	4
	4.4

	Honours bachelor degree/professional qualification or both
	3.4
	4.5

	Postgraduate diploma or degree
	3
	3.8

	Doctorate (Ph.D.)
	0.4
	0.5

	Not stated
	5.4
	5.5

	Economic status - total at school, university, etc.
	5.8
	6.8

	Economic status - other
	4.7
	5.4


Source: Census 2011 and 2016?.
What will happen in the future?
The Irish population was 4.7 million in 2016, but the CSO expects this to grow to 5.8 million by 2036. 
By 2026, it is expected that the population with a disability will increase by roughly 20 per cent. One-third of this increase is due to the increased size of the population and two-thirds of the increase is due to the ageing of the population. 
The HSE’s budget for disability services in 2018 is 1.8 billion.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/publications/serviceplans/national-service-plan-2018.pdf] 

Research by the NDA for the HSE estimates that by 2026 Ireland will need to increase the HSE health and social care budget by a third to cover the increased population living with a disability.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  http://nda.ie/Publications/Disability-Supports/Transforming-Lives.html] 

Note on statistics used
All Census statistics used in this factsheet can be found at the Health, Disability and Carers profile of Census 2016, on the website of the Central Statistics Office. In particular, the link to the tables.
Future population projections are available under the population projections section at the CSO. 
The future projection on the number of people with a disability in the future and the need for increasing disability spending were calculated as part of the Transforming Lives working group. In particular, working group 1 and the report from this working group. 

Figure 3: Number of disabilites by age
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Figure 4: % of people with a disability by region
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Figure 7: Age education ceased

people without a disability who have left education  	16 years or under	17-18	19-22	23+	21.516577810913084	27.904120187370761	28.666488486263695	21.912813515452459	people with a disability who have left education	16 years or under	17-18	19-22	23+	46.041004421335813	24.24375855766737	15.596518424243156	14.118718596753666	



Figure 8: Age full time education finished for people with a disability %

2011	16 years or under	17-18	19-22	23+	Still in education	45.042683879027635	19.976055384935712	11.359377440008327	8.8069335276664411	14.814949768361878	2016	16 years or under	17-18	19-22	23+	Still in education	37.918717927063717	19.966815533112435	12.84507126215232	11.627976293970661	17.641418983700863	



Figure 9: Highest level of education completed %

No formal education	Primary	Lower secondary	Upper secondary	Technical/vocational	Advanced certificate/completed apprenticeship	Higher certificate	Ordinary bachelor degree/professional qualification or both	Honours bachelor degree/professional qualification or both	Postgraduate diploma or degree	Doctorate (Ph.D.)	Not stated	Economic status - total at school, university, etc.	Economic status - other	No formal education	Primary	Lower secondary	Upper secondary	Technical/vocational	Advanced certificate/completed apprenticeship	Higher certificate	Ordinary bachelor degree/professional qualification or both	Honours bachelor degree/professional qualification or both	Postgraduate diploma or degree	Doctorate (Ph.D.)	Not stated	Economic status - total at school, university, etc.	Economic status - other	Total persons	No formal education	Primary	Lower secondary	Upper secondary	Technical/vocational	Advanced certificate/completed apprenticeship	Higher certificate	Ordinary bachelor degree/professional qualification or both	Honours bachelor degree/professional qualification or both	Postgraduate diploma or degree	Doctorate (Ph.D.)	Not stated	Economic status - total at school, university, etc.	Economic status - other	1.3904034097823539	8.9016281732042053	11.976791282111506	15.275504332128907	7.2306090064929345	4.8549348616213885	4.0835743918016956	6.3141740781660545	8.8219810172946982	7.5654679117293293	0.76582165055216445	5.2903180107756667	11.373965365869637	6.1548265084694673	Total persons with a disability	No formal education	Primary	Lower secondary	Upper secondary	Technical/vocational	Advanced certificate/completed apprenticeship	Higher certificate	Ordinary bachelor degree/professional qualification or both	Honours bachelor degree/professional qualification or both	Postgraduate diploma or degree	Doctorate (Ph.D.)	Not stated	Economic status - total at school, university, etc.	Economic status - other	4.9939645061596281	20.791891035793476	16.340864145742195	13.53405987552329	6.9064883699030046	3.5731835731835733	3.0713386810947787	4.3787721836502325	4.4571907986542136	3.7719696256281625	0.47787413641072179	5.5416962734035904	6.7592394421662716	5.4014673526868648	



Figure 1: Common types of disability

Other disability, including chronic illness	A condition that substantially limits one or more basic physical activities	Difficulty in learning, remembering or concentrating	Psychological or emotional condition	Deafness or a serious hearing impairment	An intellectual disability	Blindness or a serious vision impairment	296783	262818	156968	123515	103676	66611	54810	


Figure 2: Age and disability

Percentage of the Population with a disability (LHS)	Under 1 year	1 year	2 years	3 years	4 years	5 years	6 years	7 years	8 years	9 years	10 years	11 years	12 years	13 years	14 years	15 years	16 years	17 years	18 years	19 years	20 years	21 years	22 years	23 years	24 years	25 years	26 years	27 years	28 years	29 years	30 years	31 years	32 years	33 years	34 years	35 years	36 years	37 years	38 years	39 years	40 years	41 years	42 years	43 years	44 years	45 years	46 years	47 years	48 years	49 years	50 years	51 years	52 years	53 years	54 years	55 years	56 years	57 years	58 years	59 years	60 years	61 years	62 years	63 years	64 years	65 years	66 years	67 years	68 years	69 years	70 years	71 years	72 years	73 years	74 years	75 years	76 years	77 years	78 years	79 years	80 years	81 years	82 years	83 years	84 years	85 years	86 years	87 years	88 years	89 years	90 years	91 years	92 years	93 years	94 years	95 years	96 years	97 years	98 years	99 years	100 years and over	1.6913760701607852E-2	1.9990941604585422E-2	2.6900690611900237E-2	3.7281861448968799E-2	4.5500105879861648E-2	5.2842384398652006E-2	6.0482369651254191E-2	6.4296205969570155E-2	6.9053744197751801E-2	7.5578790141896932E-2	7.7477505286064854E-2	8.016996282063299E-2	8.2285270112708905E-2	8.4446962900001574E-2	8.8309744798051357E-2	9.2662589426212222E-2	9.0327764023020549E-2	9.2240451417202121E-2	9.6844715632851505E-2	9.8989091919683178E-2	9.6987770026802991E-2	9.4803022225490377E-2	9.1091404180158958E-2	8.6511541670529338E-2	8.6331593884463972E-2	8.3505010649813194E-2	8.1980909042430272E-2	7.4952961785505742E-2	8.0933799784714752E-2	8.0201299528602374E-2	7.5979925966026304E-2	7.9272397342464954E-2	8.0839324527670953E-2	8.0444890626651167E-2	8.193477087563289E-2	8.1954748911643879E-2	8.2479926919563434E-2	8.9098776948590377E-2	9.073258258459313E-2	9.3497218979605848E-2	9.3674231073092321E-2	0.10049462305832661	0.10362221098184679	0.10736729884412524	0.11134574498649658	0.11123096356643059	0.11637007499107249	0.1222972972972973	0.1284910875988943	0.1280331075510435	0.13355810802090728	0.13843490080585133	0.14779921240217336	0.15358106846384981	0.15818713962740322	0.16707419309766661	0.1714535487278489	0.17343322499495034	0.18720912489509423	0.19487973047089244	0.19811491025769579	0.20617321555487866	0.21331923890063426	0.22471625669802961	0.22955332563715478	0.23342241145031253	0.22532494373765674	0.22944253333961642	0.23390272777791202	0.24292874593859407	0.24816900663652469	0.26326129666011788	0.27363552266419983	0.28852708560839208	0.31213681500551671	0.32146646233643761	0.34617563739376772	0.37520349584440066	0.39904137000325746	0.4204229135127216	0.44968113236895318	0.47219572414567085	0.50608972397331542	0.54584368958851148	0.56394018007019686	0.59989955637398507	0.63720840189720263	0.67114399544678427	0.70452697207915427	0.72029278928515805	0.74432874674600225	0.7724988579259936	0.78847279110590984	0.80973289425539696	0.80599903241412674	0.83172147001934238	0.76528925619834709	0.82016348773841963	0.84666666666666668	0.85220125786163525	0.8728070175438597	Total persons with a disability (RHS)	Under 1 year	1 year	2 years	3 years	4 years	5 years	6 years	7 years	8 years	9 years	10 years	11 years	12 years	13 years	14 years	15 years	16 years	17 years	18 years	19 years	20 years	21 years	22 years	23 years	24 years	25 years	26 years	27 years	28 years	29 years	30 years	31 years	32 years	33 years	34 years	35 years	36 years	37 years	38 years	39 years	40 years	41 years	42 years	43 years	44 years	45 years	46 years	47 years	48 years	49 years	50 years	51 years	52 years	53 years	54 years	55 years	56 years	57 years	58 years	59 years	60 years	61 years	62 years	63 years	64 years	65 years	66 years	67 years	68 years	69 years	70 years	71 years	72 years	73 years	74 years	75 years	76 years	77 years	78 years	79 years	80 years	81 years	82 years	83 years	84 years	85 years	86 years	87 years	88 years	89 years	90 years	91 years	92 years	93 years	94 years	95 years	96 years	97 years	98 years	99 years	100 years and over	1053	1280	1784	2538	3223	3826	4386	4640	4939	5060	5020	5132	5293	5365	5547	5712	5509	5656	5936	5699	5464	5157	4951	4666	4715	4783	4612	4621	4812	5036	5193	5417	5802	6090	6376	6683	6862	6877	6776	6808	6877	7233	7375	7654	7751	7837	7821	7783	8088	7920	8279	8555	8895	9047	9026	9566	9414	9445	9815	9949	9879	10153	10090	10652	10340	10307	9812	9738	9681	9645	9386	9112	8874	8719	8487	8181	8554	8758	8575	8609	8673	8415	8269	7906	7391	7167	6583	5896	5198	4625	4003	3382	2695	2213	1666	1290	926	602	381	271	398	




image1.jpeg
Udaras Naisitnta Michumais
National Disability Authority




